
The diversity of fishes found in Big Swan Creek is quite amazing.  
Not only are many of the typical Tennessee River species 
encountered but a few unique ones such as the Blenny Darter.  
The mound builders in this region are Redtail Chubs and so 
named as the younger fish sport bright red fins.  Their mounds 
are populated by spawning Tennessee, Striped and Scarlet 
Shiners.  Rosyside Dace also enter the vibrant flurry of activity 
while iridescent blue-capped Mountain Shiners are often found 
over sunfish nests.  A variety of darters are common including 
the Tennessee Logperch, formerly the Blotchside Logperch.

Big Swan Creek

I have added this site last to illustrate what a bit of exploring will yield when seeking clear water.  Though 
not quite in the mountains, this region shares the waters and diversity that flow from the Appalachians to 
the Tennessee River.  I have enjoyed visiting this site for many years with fishy friends, snorkeling during the 
seasons of spring, summer and fall.  The water is usually clear with the filtering long gravel runs which yield 
a great diversity of fishes.  The Fall Hollow Campground is east of Hohenwald, Tennessee.  The beautiful 
Natchez Trace Parkway passes overhead just downstream.  RVs and campers park near the highway, but 
we prefer camping down close to the creek, in the woods or on a gravel bar.
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Redtail Chub, Striped and Tennessee Shiners top photo.  Duck Darter bottom photo.
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Fishes of Big Swan Creek

Crayfish, Greenside Darter, Rainbow Darter, Lamprey.  (Clockwise from upper left)
There are many types of crayfish found here with varied shapes, sizes, colors and markings.
Greenside Darters are wary, generally nocturnal and eat snails.  Their sides are marked with W W Ws.
Rainbow Darters are one of the most widespread darter species found in North America, ranging from the 
southeast, west of the Mississippi River and all the way north to the Great Lakes.
Lampreys swim up into riffle runs to spawn, moving stones with their sucker mouths to build nests.
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Blenny Darters occupy the fastest of gravel runs.  It can be very difficult to stabilize yourself in the 
current while grinding into the substrate with all the coarse sand and gravel blowing by you.  I had 
considered for years that Blennys would be found in the creek but only during this last 2019 season did I 
encounter not one but a pair.  It is said during late winter their coloring is quite intense which lends to 
noting the enjoyment one receives while returning to the same area during different seasons.  There is 
always something new to see with persistence while being at the right place and at the right time.  Using a 
camera to capture these various creatures is an additional motivation to return again and again.
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Fishes of Big Swan Creek

Tennessee Logperch, above, are 
usually quite wary and require extended 
patience to capture a nice photograph.  
This male allowed me to gain some 
very close images, as he appeared 
exhausted from a likely brawl session 
just downstream.  His breathing was 
very rapid as he rested in recovery.  I 
have yet to see a Tennessee Logperch 
brawl but have been told they are very 
intense and with their tough stone 
flipping noses, I suspect the battle can 
go on for a prolonged period.
     
             Longear Sunfish on the right.48
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Big Swan Creek flows alongside the Fall Hollow Campground just upstream of a Natchez Trace bridge.
Hohenwald is to the west and most convenient for supplies and several good restaurants; Casa Grande, 
the Junkyard Dog Steakhouse and Lewis and Clark's Restaurant.  Check out the Lewis County Museum if 
you have time, though quaint it is quite interesting.
The Natchez Trace Parkway runs 444 miles from Natchez, MS to the northern terminus below Nashville.  
Use your Gazetteer to explore areas north and south of the Fall Hollow Campground as there are many 
bridge crossings, picnic tables and scenic overviews while on the Trace.
Several access sites can be found at various Big Swan Creek / US 412 crossings but I am quite content 
exploring the long clear runs at the campground.  Rich woods, gravel bars and creekside camping offer 
beauty, firelight, moonlight and shooting stars.  Flowers, fungi, wild turkeys, Scarlet Tanagers and pawpaws 
can be found if you are there, at the right time, and lucky.  It's a favorite site for me and fishy friends. 49
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